
Otago Polytechnic 
Inspiring Capability  
the World-Over
Otago Polytechnic has a long history of delivering 
exceptional education – we trace our roots to  
New Zealand’s first Art School, established in 
Dunedin in 1870. We have developed a long 
tradition of producing excellent graduates, and 
these graduates go on to become productive, 
thoughtful and creative members of their chosen 
profession. 

International students choose Otago Polytechnic 
for their New Zealand study experience because 
of our reputation as a highly regarded institute 
of applied research and technology, delivering 
internationally recognised qualifications in a 
culture of support and innovation. 

Otago Polytechnic Contact Details:

Forth Street, Private Bag 1910, Dunedin 9016, New Zealand
Telephone: + 64 3 477 3014 Facsimile: + 64 3 471 6870
Email: international@op.ac.nz www.op.ac.nz

Find ‘Otago Polytechnic’ on facebook 
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With around 25,000 students in residence during the academic year, 
Dunedin is one of New Zealand’s premier centres of learning. 
International students have been part of the city for years and their 
contribution to the city’s culture is welcomed and valued.

Dunedin is a picture-postcard of Edwardian buildings and fine Victorian 
homes that surround a city bustling with shops, galleries, cafés, bars  
and restaurants featuring cuisine from around the globe. The largest city 
in New Zealand’s lower South Island, it boasts innovation in the fields  
of education and research, design, health, fashion, music, art and 
technology. A short drive from the city centre, visitors can surf on  
pristine beaches and encounter some of the world’s rarest wildlife. 
Venture a little further, skiing, kayaking, wine-tasting and sight-seeing  
are all within easy reach!

Otago Polytechnic’s campus is in the heart of Dunedin’s student district 
with easy links to transport, and the centre of town. Students are likely  
to live within walking distance of their classrooms, libraries, gym facilities 
and entertainment centres. It’s certainly a great place to be studying!

Dunedin

Every year, thousands of students looking for a quality education in a safe, 
multicultural environment choose New Zealand. A population of around 
four million makes this one of the least crowded places in the world. 
New Zealand benefits from convenient travel links with other countries, 
initiates excellent business and employment prospects and provides 
exciting lifestyle opportunities, while remaining friendly, peaceful and safe.

New Zealand is a place like no other; a modern country with advanced 
technology and a culture of research and development, yet, it remains 
affordable to live here as a student and experience all the nation has to 
offer. Cities and beaches, mountains and lakes, students can access 
adventure, the arts, education and culture right on their doorstep.

Aotearoa 
New Zealand

Dunedin

Central 
Otago

Auckland

Wellington

Christchurch

New Zealand Quick Guide:

Population: 4.4 million

Geographic land size: 270,000 square kilometres

People per square kilometre: 14.9

Capital city: Wellington

Official Languages: English and Māori

Exchange rate: NZD $1.00 = USD $0.75 (May 2011)

Main international airports: Auckland, Christchurch

Political environment: Stable parliamentary democracy

Prime Minister: Mr. John Key 

Major ethnic groups: European/Pakeha, Māori,  
Pacific, Asian

Major industries: Primary products exportation, tourism, 
education, manufacturing, medical research, and growing  
creative industries such as film-making and fashion design.

Web information: www.newzealand.com
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Dunedin Quick Guide:

Population: 122,300

Climate: Temperate

Average summer temperature: 20°C

Average winter temperature: 11°C

What you can do: Walk tracks, play golf, try watersports, go surfing, head 
out mountain biking, eat at great cafés with both New Zealand and 
international ethnic cuisine, enjoy eco-tourism sights, attend cultural festivals, 
visit theatres, museums and art galleries.

Major industries: Education, research, IT, construction,  
tourism, engineering, manufacturing, primary products and the  
creative industries.

What to pack: For winter; warm woollen clothes, waterproof jacket, hat, 
gloves and scarf. For summer; lightweight clothing and layers, beach clothes 
and sunglasses.

Closest airport: Dunedin International Airport

Web information: www.dunedinnz.com or www.dunedin.govt.nz

Photo Credits (L-R): Chris Sisarich, Rob Suisted and Small World Productions.



Central Otago is often considered the adventure playground of 
New Zealand, featuring a range of tourism and hospitality activities,  
a fine reputation for winemaking, and high-adrenaline adventure 
sports are all on hand within a pristine, breath-taking environment. 

Otago Polytechnic offers a range of specialist programmes in  
Central Otago that reflect the key industries of horticulture, 
viticulture, adventure, snowsports and hospitality alongside a 
number of other qualifications. The main campus is in Cromwell –  
a township of 3,500 people (which doubles in peak season) a 
45 minute drive from Wanaka and Queenstown and two to  
three hours from Dunedin. 

Cromwell is the perfect destination for water-sports and features 
beautiful stone buildings and heritage sites, but also has all modern 
conveniences including supermarkets, shops, cafés and sports 
facilities. In Central Otago students truly live, and study, in paradise!

Central 
Otago

Central Otago Quick Guide:

Population: 17,450

Climate: Seasonal – Continental

Average summer temperature: 25°C (February)

Average winter temperature: 5°C (August)

Major activities: Snowsports, water-sports, hiking, biking, 
adventure touring, art, cultural and heritage sites.

What to pack: For winter; warm woollen clothes, hat, gloves, skis/
snowboard, waterproof jacket and scarf. For summer; a swimsuit, 
beachshorts, sunscreen, sunhat and sunglasses.

Distance: a three hour drive from Dunedin and a six hour drive from 
Christchurch.

Closest airports: Queenstown and Wanaka

Web information: www.centralotagonz.com
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OTAGO POLYTECHNIC – YOUR NEW ZEALAND STUDY EXPERIENCE

Study English and Start on Your Path  
to Academic Study

If you’re a student who requires English language or Certificate 
studies prior to gaining entry to one of our academic programmes, 
Otago Polytechnic has a path to help get you there.

Why Study With Us?

>	 Our Flexibility
	 Different start times throughout the year. Apply anytime.

>	 We Are Recognised 
	 Use your learning for further tertiary study.

>	 Be Supported 
	 Know you’ll be taught by enthusiastic and caring teachers.

Our English Language Programmes provide students with individual 
support and assistance so they can learn English and gain entry into 
an academic programme of study. With an individualised approach 
to learning, you’ll be able to achieve your academic and personal goals.

Our Levels of English Language Learning

>	 Pre-Intermediate English (Level 2): For students with some 
English skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening.

>	 Intermediate English (Level 3): For students who can use 
English in an everyday setting and would like to improve their 
skills for academic study.

>	 Advanced English (Level 4): For students who can use English 
accurately in specialised areas, and are preparing for higher level 
academic study.

>	 English for Special Purposes (Level 5): A high level of  
English language instruction for students intending to enter 
specific degree-level programmes, especially within our Health  
and Community areas of study. 

>	 English Language Examination Preparation (IELTS): For 
students who are preparing for their IELTS or English language 
examination. This course can be taken separately, or as part of 
the Advanced English programme.

English PLUS: 

English PLUS is your chance to get ahead in your academic study, 
or just enjoy learning.

English PLUS allows you to combine your English Language 
Studies with courses from these academic areas: Sport, Adventure, 
Creative Studies, Business, Hospitality, Engineering and Information 
Technology. Even if you study for only a short time, you can improve 
your English and learn new skills.

Key Facts about English PLUS:

>	 Enter after completing an English language programme  
at Levels 4 to 5 or with an IELTS (or equivalent) overall band 
score of 5.5.

>	 Gain Academic Credits

>	 Enjoy Supported Learning 

>	 Great Experience even for a short-time, students can improve 
their English language abilities and learn new skills. 

English for Groups: 

Specially designed to provide groups of students with a unique 
programme combining courses in English language with special 
focus areas such as environmental studies, business or media 
studies. These study programmes can be combined with tourism 
activities in and around Dunedin and New Zealand’s stunning  
South Island. 

Key Facts about English for Groups:

>	 Specially Designed each experience is special and customised.

>	 Well-Organised with a dedicated English for Groups  
Co-ordinator. 

>	 A Certificate of Achievement is presented to each participant, 
at a special closing ceremony.

>	 Welcoming Homestay Families are specially selected and  
well-prepared to host and take care of international students.

>	 Timed to Suit English for Groups could last anywhere from three 
weeks to one year.

You Should Also Know:

>	 Our Small Classes mean one-on-one attention.

>	 No English Language Test score is required for entry (for our 
ESOL programmes).

>	 Clear Pathways into academic study. You can combine ESOL 
with specially selected academic courses (see English PLUS) 
and plan for progression into an Otago Polytechnic certificate, 
diploma or degree programme.

>	 Great Facilities: Your student ID card gives you access to all of 
Otago Polytechnic’s facilities, including the Robertson Library, the 
recreation centre (Unipol) and Maanaki (the Student Centre).

Study 
Pathways: 
Find your way. We can help.
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English
English 
PLUS
Combine English 
with selected  
academic courses.

Enter your  
academic  
programme  
of choice.

Achieve  
all of your 
goals!> >> >

Certificate
Studies >



www.op.ac.nz email: international@op.ac.nz

Foundation Studies 
(ESOL)

Description Duration Location English Language 
Requirements

Fee (approx) 
NZD

ESOL  
(Levels 2-5)

Prepare for further academic 
study in English.

Varies/
flexible

Dunedin Not required – students sit a 
placement test.

$410 per week OR 
$6,950 per semester

English PLUS
-	 Sport
-	 Adventure
-	 Creative Studies
-	 Business
-	 Hospitality
-	 Information Technology

Combine ESOL study with 
selected academic courses. 
Improve your English and 
experience New Zealand.

Varies Dunedin IELTS or equivalent overall 
bandscore of 5.5 or selected 
entry from our English 
Language Programmes at  
levels 4 - 5.

$410 per week OR 
$6,950 per semester

English Language 
Examination 
Preparation (IELTS)

Prepare for IELTS or English 
Language examinations.

Varies Dunedin Completion of the equivalent of 
ESOL Level 3 or 4.

$410 per week OR 
$6,950 per semester

English for Groups Provides an organised group of 
students with the opportunity to 
learn English in a New Zealand 
setting.

Varies Dunedin, 
Central 
Otago

Not required – each programme 
is designed to meet the groups’ 
English language requirements.

$410 per week OR 
$6,950 per semester

Your Pathway Starts Here Our English Language Study and Certificate Studies Programmes 

Study Abroad

A customised semester or year-long programme of study for 
individuals or groups comprised of courses from selected diploma 
and degree programmes. These courses may cross-credit back to 
your home institution by special arrangement. 

Certificate Studies

If you need to complete one year of tertiary study, or improve your 
academic skills before entering a degree programme our range of 
subject-specific certificates may be a good solution.

Our certificate-level pathway programmes include:

Certificate in Foundation Studies (ESOL) 

A year-long English language-based study programme.

Certificate in Health (Level 4) (page 09)

Prepare for study in Nursing, Midwifery, Occupational Therapy or 
Applied Science. Please see the Heath and Community section for 
minimum entry criteria for health degrees.

Certificate in Human Services (Level 4) (page 10)

Pathway to study in Social Services.

Certificate in Cookery (Level 3) (page 14)

Pathway to study in Culinary Arts.

Certificate in Professional Restaurant, Bar and Wine (Level 4) 
(page 14)

Pathway to study in Hospitality. 

Certificate in Creative Studies (page 20)

Pathway to study in Design, Art and Information Technology.

Certificate in Fashion Studies (Level 4) (page 22)

Pathway to study in Fashion Design.

Certificate in Information Technology (Level 4) (page 24)

Pathway to study in Information Technology.

National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) (page 26)

Pathway to study in Horticulture (diploma level).
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and Learning (Level 7) 
 
 

Duration:	 6 months

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $9,740

Start: 	 February

Description:

This programme enables students to earn a formal 
teaching qualification as an educator for adult learners 
within the tertiary environment, by assisting them to 
create, deliver and assess quality learning opportunities 
for students. It includes compulsory courses focused on 
the practical elements of tertiary learning and teaching 
as well as a number of electives. Includes a facilitated 
internship.

Entry Requirements: 

Applicants will be individually assessed, but must hold a 
recognised undergraduate qualification. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 6.0 (with 
individual scores no less than 6.0).



All international applicants will be individually 
assessed against the academic, English 
language and any supplementary application 
information (such as a portfolio, curriculum vitae 
or personal statement) that may be required. 

Applicants can contact the International 
Admissions Office for more information about 
their eligibility or study pathway and to discuss 
the documentation required.

Undergraduate Study

Certificate level entrance is usually open, 
however, we will need to see evidence of your 
secondary school achievement.

Diploma level entrance is based on secondary 
school achievement as equivalent to  
New Zealand’s NCEA Level 2 (see www.nzqa.
govt.nz) or Year 12 of secondary school.

Degree level entrance is based on secondary 
school achievement as equivalent to New 
Zealand’s NCEA Level 3 (see www.nzqa.govt.nz) 
or Year 13 of secondary school.

Successful completion of a foundation studies 
programme, either at Otago Polytechnic (page 
5-6) or at another New Zealand tertiary institution, 
may also satisfy academic entry requirements for 
degree and diploma programmes.  

*Applicants over the age of 20 may submit 
evidence of work experience in support of their 
applications, along with any educational 
achievements.

If you have previously studied in New Zealand 
please refer to our website for the NCEA based 
admission requirements for each programme.

Graduate/Postgraduate Study

You will be required to provide evidence of 
successful study at undergraduate level from  
a recognised tertiary institution, English language 
proficiency and provide any supplementary 
application information required by each 
programme.

English Language Requirements 

All programmes at Otago Polytechnic are  
delivered in English. If English is not your first 
language you must provide evidence of English 
language proficiency. Otago Polytechnic 
recognises IELTS, TOEFL and TOIEC scores 
as evidence of proficiency; please contact our 
International Admissions Office to discuss any 
alternative tests.

Your Entry Requirements Country NCEA LEVEL 2 
Equivalent Entry into Certificates and 
Diplomas

NCEA LEVEL 3 
Equivalent Entry into Bachelor Degrees  
and selected Diplomas

New Zealand Successful completion of NCEA Level 2 with 
programme specific requirements.

Successful completion NCEA with a minimum 
of 43 credits at Level 3 or higher, including 
programme specific requirements. Or, 
successful completion of Otago Polytechnic’s 
Foundation Studies programme, or a 
certificate or diploma.

Argentina Titulo de Bachillerato Successful completion of one year of tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Bangladesh Higher Secondary certificate with 1st  
division pass (60% passes in 4 subjects).

Successful completion of one year of tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Brunei GCE O Level Matriculation GCE A Level Matriculation

Brazil Certificado de Ensino Medio Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Canada - Canadian High School Graduation with a 
minimum overall grade average of B or 65%. 
Different Provinces or Territories may vary.

Ontario Secondary School Diploma with a 
minimum of 65%, in six subjects in Grade 12.

Chile Licencia de Educacion Media  
or Tecnico Media

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

China Senior Secondary School Diploma Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Colombia Completion of Bachillerato/Diploma  
de Bachilller

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Denmark Folkeskolens 10 Klasseprove Studentereksamen (Hojere 
Forberedelsesekam) or Hojere 
Handelseksamen

Fiji Fiji School Leaving Certificate with a 65% 
average over the best four subjects, which 
must include English and mathematics.

Fiji Seventh Form Certificate with a minimum 
of 250 including 50% in English; USP 
Foundation Studies Programme including  
a C in Communication Studies.

France - Baccalaureate General 

Germany Mittlere Reife Realschlabschluss Abitur or Zeugnis der Allgemeinen 
Hochschulreife

Hong Kong Hong Kong Certificate of Education (HKCE) 3 subjects in the GCE A or HK ALEA Levels. 

Whether you have studied in New Zealand or abroad there are a number of 
entry criteria required for admission to our programmes. The requirements 
listed are intended as a guide only. Please refer to specific information in this 
prospectus or www.op.ac.nz for detailed programme-specific entry requirements.
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Country NCEA LEVEL 2 
Equivalent Entry into Certificates and  
Selected Diplomas

NCEA LEVEL 3 
Equivalent Entry into Bachelor Degrees  
and selected Diplomas

India At least 55% average across 4 academic 
subjects in CBSE, HSC or ISC with at least 
60% in English or equivalent in other boards.

70% + average over 4 academic subjects 
in CBSE, HSC, or ISC with at least 60% in 
English, or equivalent in other boards. 

Indonesia STTB - SMA 3 Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Italy - Successful completion of the Diploma  
di Maturita with a pass of at least 75%.

iran High School Diploma (3 years) with grades of 
at least 10.

Pre-University Certificate (Peeshdaneshgahe) 
or successful completion of one year’s 
tertiary study at a recognised institution.

Japan Kotogakko Sotsugyo Shomeisho Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Malaysia SPM with a B4 average across 5 subjects  
or Chinese Unified Examination.

3 passes in STPM with C or better, or 
a maximum score of 18 points over 6 
academic subjects in the UEC. English 
Criteria: STPM English grade of 5 or higher; 
SPM English grade of A1 or A2; UEC 
English grade of B4 or higher.

Netherlands HAVO Diploma/senior general secondary 
education.

VWO-Gymnasium A or B; VWO-Atheneum  
A or B Diplomas

NEPAL Higher Secondary Certificate with 1st division 
pass.

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

New 
Caledonia

Baccalauréat with a minimum grade 10. Baccalauréat with a minimum grade 12.

Norway - Vitnemal fra den Videregaende Skole.

Oman Thanawiya Amma (Secondary School  
Leaving Certificate) with a minimum overall 
mark of 80%.

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Pakistan Higher Secondary School Certificate with  
an average of 65%+.

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Papua New 
Guinea

Higher School Certificate UPNG Foundation Studies Certificate

Philippines High School Graduation with a pass in  
the University Admission Test.

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Russia Certificate of Secondary Education, or 
Certificate of Maturity

Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution.

Samoa - USP Foundation Studies Certificate; UPY 
Certificate with at least 8 passes including  
a C1 pass in English.

Country NCEA LEVEL 2 
Equivalent Entry into Certificates and 
Diplomas

NCEA LEVEL 3 
Equivalent Entry into Bachelor Degrees  
and selected Diplomas

Saudi Arabia Tawjihiyah (General Secondary Education 
Certificate) with a minimum overall mark of 
65%; Higher Technical Institute Diploma.

Successful completion of one year’s 
tertiary study at a recognised institution or 
Associate’s Degree.

Singapore GCE O Level with 4 grades of 1-6 GCE A Level; Foundation Studies Certificate

South Korea High School Diploma Junior College Diploma or completion 
of High School Leaving Certificate plus 
one year’s tertiary study at a recognised 
institution.

Sweden Slutbetyg fran Grundskola (Upper Grades) Student Examen/Avgangsbetyg Leaving 
Certificate

Switzerland - Maturiatszeugnis / Certificat de Maturite / 
Attestato di Matruita

Taiwan Senior High School Leaving Certificate Junior College Diploma or one year’s  
tertiary study at a recognised institution.

Thailand Matayom 6 (GPA 2.5) Successful completion of one year’s tertiary 
study at a recognised institution or Matayom 
6 (GPA 3.5).

Tonga Successful completion of Form 6 Successful completion of Form 7; USP 
Foundation Studies Certificate.

United 
Kingdom

GCE O Levels in 4 subjects GCE A Levels in 3 subjects

USA High School Graduation Diploma, with a 
minimum C average.

High School Graduation Diploma with a 
minimum C average, plus SAT 1 and SAT II 
score minimum 500/part.

Vietnam Successful completion of either the Diploma of 
General Education (Bang Tu Tai) or the Upper 
Secondary School Graduation Certificate 
(Bang Tot Nghiep Pho Tong Trung Hoc) with 
scores of 6 or higher.

Successful completion of one year’s  
tertiary study at a recognised institution.

WORLDWIDE - International Baccalaureate
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OTAGO POLYTECHNIC – YOUR NEW ZEALAND STUDY EXPERIENCE

Certificate in Health  
(Level 4) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February, prerequisites 
apply, July 2012

Description:

This programme prepares you for study 
in nursing, midwifery, occupational 
therapy or social services. Courses 
include academic communication, 
mathematics and bioscience for health. 
This programme is taught by blended 
delivery with students required to attend 
tutorials.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they have obtained an acceptable 
level of secondary school achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (with no individual score less than 
5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students with a B+ average or higher 
may apply for our Bachelor of Nursing, 
Bachelor of Midwifery, Bachelor of 
Occupational Therapy, Bachelor of 
Applied Social Services or the Bachelor 
of Applied Science (Physical Activity, 
Health and Wellness).

Bachelor of Nursing 
 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will be educated to the highest 
professional standards in nursing 
through theoretical study and practical 
clinical work. Successful graduates are 
able to sit the Nursing Council of New 
Zealand registration examination.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet degree level entrance 
requirements. As a guide, applicants 
must have achieved the equivalent of 
year 13 biology or chemistry courses.

All applicants must also obtain a First 
Aid Certificate, make a health declaration 
and declare any criminal convictions.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5, (with no score less than 6.5),  
or equivalent.

Bachelor of Midwifery 
 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin and other New 
Zealand based locations

Fee (approx): 	 $26,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will receive a thorough education  
in midwifery through theoretical study 
and significant practical experience.  
This qualification will enable you to 
meet the requirements of the Midwifery 
Council of New Zealand for registration 
as a midwife.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet degree level entrance 
requirements. As a guide, applicants 
must have achieved the equivalent of 
year 13 biology or chemistry courses. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
7.0, (with writing and reading no less 
than 6.5 and listening and speaking no 
less than 7.0), or equivalent.

Who: 	 Clare Robertson
Programme: 	 Bachelor of Nursing
Country: 	 Scotland

“In New Zealand you’re trained as a 
Comprehensive Nurse which means you can 
work in whatever nursing discipline that interests 
you. I feel like I’m receiving a more well-rounded 
nursing education.”

Health and 
Community 
Careers
 
>

Otago Polytechnic offers a range of internationally-recognised 
programmes that will prepare you for a career in the healthcare 
industries. Many of our qualifications allow graduates to apply for 
registration in New Zealand as a practitioner in their chosen field.

> Nursing
> Midwifery 
> Occupational Therapy  
> Social Services  
> Massage Therapy
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www.op.ac.nz email: international@op.ac.nz

Registration Competence 
Programme for Overseas 
Midwives 
 

Duration:	 Varies

Location: 	 Dunedin and online

Fee (approx): 	 TBA

Start: 	 Varies

Description:

This programme is offered to Midwives 
from outside of New Zealand who are 
required to undertake a Registration 
Competence Programme to gain  
their registration in New Zealand.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed and 
these courses are open to international 
midwives who are seeking registration 
with the Midwifery Council of New 
Zealand.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 7.5, (with no score less than 7.0),  
or equivalent. 

Bachelor of  
Occupational Therapy 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme will prepare you for 
practice as an occupational therapist 
through theoretical occupational therapy 
study and fieldwork placements. The 
World Federation of Occupational 
Therapists (WFOT) recognises this 
qualification.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet degree level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 7.0, (with no score less than 6.5),  
or equivalent.

Certificate in Human 
Services (Level 4) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme develops the skills 
required of social services support 
workers in New Zealand and 
internationally. This programme is under 
review. In 2012 students will be able 
to apply to study diversional therapy, 
mental health support and social 
services at Level 4. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5, (writing score no less than 6.0, 
and all other bands no less than 5.0)  
or equivalent.

Diploma in Social Services
Specialties: Disability Support or  
Mental Health Support 

Duration:	 Two years (full-time)

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This Diploma prepares students to 
become skilled, competent and capable 
professionals in the fields of social 
services in Aotearoa New Zealand. 
Year one is comprised of eight generic 
papers that provide an introduction 
to social services including the four 
speciality areas of Career Practice, 
Counselling, Disability Support and 
Mental Health Support Work. In the 
second year students students can 
choose to specialise in either Disability 
Support or Mental Health Support.

Entry Requirements: 

Applicants will be individually assessed 
to ensure they meet degree-level entry 
requirements. You will be required 
to submit referee reports, a health 
declaration, and a declaration of 
any criminal convictions, and give 
permission to undergo a Police check.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Social 
Services, with or without a major.

 

Bachelor of Social Services
Specialties: Social Services, Career 
Practice, Counselling, Mental Health 
Support and Disability Support 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme enables students 
to develop their knowledge and 
professional skills in the specialty  
areas of social services, career  
practice and counselling. Mental  
health support and disability support 
specialties are available to diploma level.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet degree level 
entrance requirements. You will be 
required to submit referee reports, a 
health declaration, and a declaration 
of any criminal convictions, and give 
permission to undergo a Police check.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5 (with no individual score less  
than 6.5), or equivalent.
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Certificate in Stress 
Management and Spa 
Therapies (Level 5) 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme will prepare you for a 
career in the spa industry as a stress 
management educator of a massage 
therapist at the premium end of the 
market. Graduates may apply for 
registration with Massage New  
Zealand as a Certified Massage 
Therapist.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (with reading and writing scores no 
less than 6.0, and all other scores no 
less than 5.0), or equivalent.

Diploma in Advanced 
Therapeutic Massage 
(Level 6) 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme focuses on the 
hands-on treatment and management 
of musculo-skeletal conditions and 
includes a significant amount of 
supervised clinical work. Graduates 
may apply for registration with Massage 
New Zealand as a Remedial Massage 
Therapist (RMT).

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement, in addition, applicants 
must submit a personal statement 
outlining why they wish to enter this 
programme and will have obtained  
a current First Aid Certificate.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (with reading and writing scores no 
less than 6.0, and all other scores no 
less than 5.0), or equivalent.

National Certificate in 
Business Administration 
(Levels 3 and 4) 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $17,400

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This programme covers a wide range 
of administrative, communication, 
computing and office skills.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score of (academic) 
of 5.5 (with writing no less than 6.0 and 
all other scores no less than 5.0) or 
equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Diploma in Business  
or Bachelor of Applied Management.

>

Business 
Careers 

 
>

Otago Polytechnic’s business programmes are focused on 
applying modern theory to the workplace environment. There are 
many opportunities for skilled, work-ready business graduates 
both in New Zealand and internationally.

> Business Administration
> Business Management
> Travel and Tourism

Who: 	 Ben Koebele
Programme: 	 Bachelor of Applied Management 
	 (Tourism Management)
Country: 	 Germany

“I’m finding that you learn so much more in a 
small-group setting because it’s very intense  
and you have to take part in discussions.”
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Diploma in Accounting 
(Level 5) 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

Students who graduate with this 
Diploma will have developed a sound 
knowledge of the theory and its 
application in the business discipline 
of accounting and will have acquired 
abilities making them valued employees, 
able to undertake preliminary accounting 
roles and functions.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management.

Diploma in Marketing 
(Level 5) 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

Students who graduate with this 
Diploma will have a sound knowledge 
of the theory and its application in 
the specified business discipline of 
Marketing. They will acquire abilities 
making them valued employees at entry 
level marketing roles, or prepare them  
to staircase into higher levels of learning.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management.

Diploma in Business 
(Level 5) 
 

Duration:	 One year	

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

Students who graduate with this 
Diploma will have a sound knowledge 
of general business theory and its 
application in practice. They will acquire 
abilities making them valued employees, 
or will be prepared to staircase into 
higher levels of learning.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management.

Diploma in Human 
Resource Management 
(Level 6) 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

In this qualification, you will learn the 
operational skills required to work 
effectively in a human resources 
role, focusing on organisation 
and management, leadership and 
employment relations. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements. In addition, applicants 
must have at least two years of work 
experience, in any field.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual band score  
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management.

New Zealand Diploma  
in Business 
 

Duration:	 Two years 

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This qualification focuses on the 
operational skills required of entry-level 
managers. You will study core business 
papers and select a specialty area from 
options including accounting, marketing 
and general management.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management.
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 Applied Management 
Graduate Diplomas (Major)
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

These programmes are designed 
for degree-qualified students who 
are looking to add another area of 
specialisation to their portfolio.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed, 
and must hold a recognised 
undergraduate Bachelor’s Degree in any 
discipline. However, they may not enrol 
in an area of specialty already studied at 
undergraduate level.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with no individual band score less 
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Bachelor of Applied 
Management (Major)
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This programme teaches a wide 
range of business skills, allowing you 
to undertake specialised study in the 
start up and innovation of both new 
and existing businesses. You will be 
immersed in case studies, industry 
examples of best practice, workplace 
assignments and undertake a major 
industry project.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet degree level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with no individual band score less 
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Certificate in Applied 
Travel and Tourism (Level 3)
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

A series of courses focusing on topics 
such as travel, tour-guiding, hotel and 
conference and events designed to 
assist in developing an understanding 
of tourism.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they have attained an acceptable 
level of secondary school achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 with no individual score less than 
5.5, or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Diploma in Applied Travel 
and Tourism (Level 5).

Diploma in Applied Travel 
and Tourism (Level 5)
 
 

Duration:	 Two years	

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This programme provides hands-on 
operational experience of the tourism 
industry and includes topics such as 
travel, conference and events, tour 
guiding, sustainable practice and  
sales and marketing.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with no individual band score less 
than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management.

Business Majors 
 
Bachelor of Applied 
Management:  
>	 Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
>	 Strategic Management 
>	 Human Resource Management 
>	 Sport Management 
>	 Tourism Management 
>	 Business Excellence 
>	 Sustainable Practice 
>	 Hotel Management 
>	 Food and Beverage 
	 Management 
>	 Sales and Marketing 
>	 Event Management 
>	 Business Transformation 
	 and Change 
 
Graduate Diploma level: 
>	 Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
>	 Strategic Management 
>	 Human Resource Management 
>	 Sport Management 
>	 Tourism Management 
>	 Business Excellence 
>	 Sustainable Practice 
>	 Hotel Management 
>	 Operations and Production 	
	 Management 
>	 Food and Beverage 
	 Management 
>	 Sales and Marketing 
>	 Event Management 
>	 Business Transformation 
	 and Change 

Please Note: some majors may not be  
offered each year.
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Certificate in Cookery 
(Level 3) 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin, Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will learn the basic practical and 
theoretical skills required to work safely 
in a commercial kitchen preparing, 
cooking and finishing a range of dishes. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary  
school achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (writing and speaking no less than 
6.0, and reading and listening no less 
than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Diploma in Culinary Arts 
(Level 5) or Bachelor of Culinary Arts.

Certificate in Professional 
Restaurant, Bar and Wine 
(Level 4) 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will develop a range of general 
hospitality skills as well as industry-
related knowledge in areas such as 
law, café, restaurant and bar service, 
cookery and communication.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (writing and speaking no less than 
6.0, and reading and listening no less 
than 5.5), or equivalent. 

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s National Diploma in 
Hospitality Management (Level 5) and 
the Bachelor of Applied Management 
majoring in Food and Beverage 
Management.

National Diploma in 
Hospitality Management 
(Level 5) 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will develop your practical and 
management skills in the areas of food 
and beverage service, accommodation 
services and food production studying 
subjects such as café, restaurant and 
bar service, business communication 
and marketing principles. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (writing and speaking no less than 
6.0, and reading and listening no less 
than 5.5) or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Management majoring in Hotel 
Management or Food and Beverage 
Management.

>>

Hospitality is the largest industry in the world therefore people  
who are qualified in this area have many career opportunities. New 
Zealand’s food, wine, accommodation and customer service is 
first-class; students can expect industry-relevant training at Otago 
Polytechnic that will prepare them for a great future.

> Cookery
> Culinary Arts
> Food and Beverage Service
> Hospitality Management

Who: 	 Davis Chan
Programme: 	 National Diploma in Hospitality 
	 (Management) (Level 5)
Country: 	 Hong Kong

“The hands-on experience we received in 
the training kitchen was awesome and really 
important for future practice.”

Hospitality 
Careers 

 
>
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Diploma in Professional 
Cookery (Level 5)  
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

Students will concentrate on advanced 
cookery skills in association with sound 
kitchen management and administration 
processes. This applied programme 
incorporates the National Certificate in 
Hospitality (Cookery) (Level 4) and the 
City and Guilds International Diploma  
in Food Preparation and Cooking 
(Culinary Arts).

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entry 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 with no individual score less than 
6.0, or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Culinary Arts.

Diploma in Culinary Arts 
(Level 5)  
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 TBA

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme builds on the skills 
and knowledge applicants will have 
previously developed through education 
and training in the cookery discipline. 
Graduates will be able to demonstrate 
professional competency, technical 
knowledge and advanced culinary skills 
to be able make a valuable contribution 
to the culinary industry in New Zealand.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entry 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (Academic) 
of 6.0 (writing and speaking score no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
bands no less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

This Diploma is equivalent to Year One 
of Otago Polytechnic’s Bachelor of 
Culinary Arts.

Bachelor of Culinary Arts 
  
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 TBA

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

The Bachelor of Culinary Arts is a 
world-leading, advanced qualification 
designed for those who wish to pursue 
advanced, applied study in culinary  
arts and food production. The degree 
will equip students with knowledge, 
tools and techniques that will open up  
a range of career paths within the 
professional culinary arts. Students in 
this programme may choose to focus 
on one of the five speciality areas: 
Restaurant/Hotel Chef, Artisan 
Producer, Management, Media and 
Technology or Tertiary Teacher. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entry 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (Academic) 
of 6.0 (writing and speaking score no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
bands no less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Bachelor of Applied 
Management
Specialties: Food and Beverage 
Management, Hotel Management 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This applied programme focuses on 
a wide range of core business skills 
and competencies required of leaders 
in the business world. It then allows 
for intensive, specialized study in the 
management of food and beverage 
resources or hotel management.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet degree level entrance 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (with no individual band score less 
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Graduate Diplomas
Specialties: Food and Beverage 
Management, Hotel Management 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

These programmes are designed for 
degree-qualified students who are 
looking to add specialty expertise 
in food and beverage or hotel 
management to their portfolio.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed  
and must hold a recognised 
undergraduate bachelor’s degree in  
any discipline, however may not enrol  
in an area of specialty already studied  
at undergraduate level.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (with no individual band score less 
than 6.0), or equivalent.
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Certificate in 
Stonemasonry (Level 4) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme covers the wide 
range of skills required of specialist 
stonemasonry professionals and 
includes extensive practical training.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (Academic) of 
5.5 (with writing no less than 6.0 and no 
other score less than 5.0), or equivalent.

National Diploma in 
Construction Management 
(Level 6) 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will develop a good technical 
knowledge of construction, construction 
management and site management 
techniques, measuring and estimation 
skills and the ability to communicate  
well with others.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements. As a guide, applicants 
should have completed the equivalent 
of a year 12 courses in mathematics 
and physics or chemistry. In addition, 
applicants should have an interest and 
familiarity with the building industry.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0, (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
no less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Construction management degree 
programmes.

National Diploma in 
Quantity Surveying  
(Level 6) 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This internationally recognised 
qualification will equip you with the 
technical knowledge and skills required 
of a technician quantity surveyor, in 
either professional consultancies or 
construction companies.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements. As a guide, applicants 
should have completed the equivalent 
of year 12 courses in mathematics and 
physics or chemistry.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Quantity surveying degree programmes 
at other New Zealand tertiary institutions.

>>

Otago Polytechnic programmes focus on both the practical and 
theoretical skills professionals require in the trades and technical 
industries. There is a shortage of qualified people in New Zealand 
and internationally in many of these areas, so our graduates have 
an excellent career advantage. 

> Stonemasonry
> Construction Management
> Quantity Surveying
> Mechanical Engineering
> Civil Engineering
> Architectural Draughting
> Electrical Technology

Who: 	 Maima Wei
Programme: 	 New Zealand Diploma in Civil 
	 Engineering (Level 6)
Country: 	 Papua New Guinea

“The practical side [of the programme] excites 
me. I really like the concept of building bridges 
that will make people’s lives easier.”

>

Trades and 
Technical 
Careers
>
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New Zealand Diploma in 
Engineering
Specialties: Mechanical or  
Civil Engineering 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 TBA

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme is designed to provide 
skilled and competent engineering 
techicians in the civil and mechanical 
industries. Students will develop a sound 
knowledge, understanding and practical 
appreciation of civil and mechanical 
engineering processes and theory, and 
an ability to apply their learning in a 
practical and innovative way.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entry 
requirements.

English Language Requirements:

 IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0, with no individual score less  
than 5.5.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Engineering 
Technology, specialising in civil or 
mechanical engineering.

Bachelor of Engineering 
Technology (Specialty)
Specialties: Mechanical Engineering,  
Civil Engineering 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

Engineering technologists are in 
high demand both nationally and 
internationally for their skills and 
experience in combining engineering 
theory with the applied and practical 
components required in a wide range 
of industries. This internationally 
recognised qualification teaches 
students in management, economics, 
communications, problem-solving and 
critical thinking, while developing an 
in-depth understanding of the principles 
and practical application of modern 
technology, in their area of engineering 
specialisation.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet degree level entrance 
requirements. As a guide, applicants 
should have completed the equivalent 
of year 13 physics and mathematics 
(algebra and/or calculus).

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (Academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent. 

Diploma in Architectural 
Draughting (Level 6) 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This internationally recognised 
qualification focuses on the skills 
required of architectural technicians.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed  
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements. As a guide, 
applicants should have completed 
the equivalent of year 12 courses in 
mathematics, physics or graphics.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Certificate in Electrical 
Technology (Level 4)  
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme includes a number 
of theoretical and practical tests and 
exams which will enhance prospects  
of employment as a trainee electrician.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements, and must have 
obtained an acceptable level of school 
achievement, especially in maths and 
science.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0, (with writing no less than 6.0  
and reading and all other bands no  
less than 5.5), or equivalent.
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Diploma in Applied Sport 
and Exercise Leadership 
(Level 5) (Sporting 
Performance)  

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

If you are an athlete or sportsperson 
participating at regional representative 
level or higher, this specialty programme 
will help you to increase your sporting 
performance, while becoming faster, 
fitter and stronger.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements. In addition, 
applicants must have represented  
their country, school or club in a  
specific sporting code, at the highest 
possible level.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) 
of 6.0 (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
bands no less than 5.5).

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago Polytechnic’s 
Bachelor of Applied Science (Physical 
Activity or Health and Wellness).

Diploma in Applied Sport 
and Exercise Leadership 
(Level 5) (Sport Management 
and Coaching)  

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This qualification prepares you to enter 
into one of the many management, 
marketing, administrative or coaching 
positions, in the sporting industry. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) 
of 6.0 (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
bands no less than 5.5).

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Science (Physical Activity or Health  
and Wellness). 

Diploma in Applied Sport 
and Exercise Leadership 
(Level 5) (Personal Training 
and Exercise Prescription)  

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

If you have a passion for sports, fitness 
and recreation, this diploma will prepare 
you for a rewarding career in the health 
and fitness industries.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) 
of 6.0 (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
bands no less than 5.5).

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Applied 
Science (Physical Activity or Health  
and Wellness). 

>>

Otago Polytechnic is home to the specialist facility, the Otago 
Institute of Sport and Adventure and is located in close proximity 
to prime adventure and snowsport regions. Concentrated training 
in these fields by a skilled and experienced team of staff ensures 
the best possible outcome for people seeking a career in the 
sporting and adventure industries.

> Sport
> Physical Activity, Health and Wellness
> Adventure
> Snowsports

Who: 	 Christian Pederson
Programme: 	 Diploma in Sporting Performance 
	 (Level 5) and Graduate Diploma in 
	 Physical Conditioning (Level 7)
Country: 	 Denmark

“As athletes we were given an insight into why 
we train the way we do. Part of our programme 
was to train with elite level coaches, which was 
awesome.”

>>

Sport and 
Adventure 
Careers
 
>
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OTAGO POLYTECHNIC – YOUR NEW ZEALAND STUDY EXPERIENCE

Bachelor of Applied 
Science (Physical Activity 
or Health and Wellness) 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme contains both theory 
and practical skills for those planning 
a career in allied health or sport and 
exercise science. Programmes in this 
area produce graduates trained to  
work in the health and wellness,  
sports science and fitness industries.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet degree level 
entrance requirements. As a guide, 
applicants must have the equivalent  
of year 13 Biology, Human Biology or 
Physical Education courses (alternative 
sciences may be considered). 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0, (with no score less than 6.0),  
or equivalent.

Certificate in Avalanche 
Safety and Snowsport 
Instructing (Ski) or 
(Snowboard) 

Duration:	 20 weeks

Location: 	 Cardrona Alpine Resort, 
Wanaka

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 May 2012

Description:

This internationally recognised 
programme is for intermediate-level  
and above skiers or snowboarders.  
It focuses on understanding mountain 
snow and weather conditions, 
managing risk, and safe mountain travel 
techniques. The New Zealand Mountain 
Safety Council Avalanche Stage I, and 
the NZSIA/SBINA Level 1 and 2 Ski or 
Snowboard Instructor qualifications may 
be completed within this programme.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have completed an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement. In addition, applicants 
must be a confident skier or rider on  
a variety of terrain and snow. Applicants 
must submit a detailed logbook of 
their skiing or riding experience, over 
a minimum of a two to three year period.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
5.5 (with writing no less than 6.0 and 
all other scores no less than 5.5), or 
equivalent. 

Certificate in Snowsport 
Instructing (Ski) or 
(Snowboard) 
 

Duration:	 18 weeks

Location: 	 Cardrona Alpine Resort, 
Wanaka

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 June 2012

Description:

This internationally recognised 
programme is for intermediate-level 
and above skiers or snowboarders, 
who are looking for an exciting career in 
snowsport instructing. The NZSIA Level 
1 Ski Instructor, NZSIA/SBINA Level 
1 Snowboard Instructor, NZSIA Level 
2 Ski Instructor, NZSIA/SBINZ Level 2 
Snowboard Instructor qualifications may 
be completed within this programme. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have completed an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement. In addition, applicants 
must be a confident skier or rider on  
a variety of terrain and snow. Applicants 
must submit a detailed logbook of  
their skiing or riding experience, over  
a minimum of a two to three year period.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5 (with writing no less than 6.0  
and all other scores no less than 5.5),  
or equivalent.

Diploma in Outdoor 
Leadership and 
Management (Level 5) 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin 

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will strengthen and develop 
skills in the technical, instructional 
and leadership aspects of a range of 
outdoor pursuits. By including industry 
experience, self-evaluating and goal 
setting, this programme enhances a 
student’s ability to gain employment in a 
range of outdoor activities both in New 
Zealand and internationally.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they meet diploma level entrance 
requirements. In addition, applicants 
must also submit a logbook, showing 
at least 30 hours of relevant outdoor 
recreation experience.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0, (with no individual score less than 
6.0), or equivalent. 

Diploma in  
Avalanche Studies 
 
 

Duration:	 Varies

Location: 	 Distance, with block 
courses on avalanche 
terrain

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 Varies

Description:

You will develop your knowledge and 
skills in avalanche safety in order to 
plan and manage programmes for ski 
fields, guiding or roading operations or 
to instruct in these areas. The Diploma 
incorporates the NZMSC Avalanche 
Safety 2, which is a prerequisite for 
many professional roles in mountain 
terrain. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have completed an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement and are required to hold 
the NZMSC Avalanche Safety Stage 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0, (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and all other bands no  
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

1
9



C
r

e
a
t

iv
e

 studies








www.op.ac.nz email: international@op.ac.nz

Certificate in Creative 
Studies 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

You will prepare for higher level study in 
a field such as art, design or information 
technology or a career in the creative 
industries.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have achieved an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with writing and speaking no  
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
no less than 5.5)

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s degree programme in 
design, art and information technology.

>>

Otago Polytechnic is home to highly-regarded schools of 
information technology and design, and the Dunedin School 
of Art, New Zealand’s oldest art school. Our students are 
encouraged to be resourceful and innovative and they graduate 
with the skills to excel in a wide range of careers and creative 
industries.

> Creative Studies
> Art
> Design 
> Information Technology

Who: 	 Siddharth Patel
Programme: 	 Bachelor of Information Technology
Country: 	 India

“Polytechnics have the reputation for being more 
practical. I personally thought that I could learn 
more by doing things rather than just reading 
about them.”

>>>

Creative 
Careers 

 
>

Preparing Your Application:
To demonstrate appropriate 
ability and scholarship in art and 
design, you will be required to 
submit a portfolio to demonstrate 
your ability, along with a letter of 
motivation. 

The portfolio should be a 
comprehensive view of your current 
creative achievements, potential  
and commitment. We are looking  
for evidence that you can be 
original, versatile and enterprising, 
and that you are committed to  
study in your area.

The portfolio should demonstrate 
a solid foundation in design/art/
creative disciplines and support 
your application for your area of 
study. Your portfolio may include 
photography, painting, graphic work, 
images of garments, 3D design, 
sketches and whatever you feel is 
visually informative about you and 
your abilities. Be sure to include 2-3 
process works that demonstrate the 
development of an idea. 

Submission Format:
Limit your portfolio to no more 
than ten chosen works showing a 
variation of interest. The portfolio 
should be in a format appropriate  
to the work you are showing, i.e. 
digital (CD), a physical copy, or  
as a scanned document in an email.

Your Letter of Motivation:
Explain why you have chosen to 
apply for the selected programme. 
This letter should communicate your 
interest in the discipline and discuss 
what steps you have already taken 
to increase your chances of being 
accepted. Please include your 
career goals in this letter.

For More Information:
Visit: www.op.ac.nz/schools- 
departments.html and find the 
relevant school to which you are 
applying. That School’s page will 
provide you with more detailed 
information about the submission  
of your portfolio.

Portfolios 

2
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Diploma in Ceramic Arts 
(Levels 6 and 7) 
 
 

Duration:	 Two to four years

Location: 	 Dunedin with locations 
across New Zealand

Fee (approx): 	 $21,500 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will undertake a wide range 
of studio practice and gain a 
comprehensive knowledge of glaze  
and kiln handling in order to create 
forms and imagery that draw from 
practical and intellectual ability. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5, or equivalent. 

Further Study Options:

Higher-level visual arts study at Otago 
Polytechnic specialising in ceramics.

Diploma in Art  
(Major) 
 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $21,500 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This two year programme includes 
courses in drawing, art history  
and theory and digital literacy and  
offers you the opportunity to select 
a specialty studio discipline from 
ceramics, electronic arts, jewellery  
and metalsmithing, painting, 
photography, sculpture, printmaking  
or textiles.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet degree level 
entrance requirements.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual band less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Advanced entry to Otago Polytechnic’s 
Bachelor of Visual Arts.

Bachelor of Visual Arts 
 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $22,000 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will develop the opportunity to 
become an independent practitioner  
of art, and transferable skills enabling 
you to work successfully in a wide 
range of areas. Specialist areas are: 
ceramics, electronic arts, jewellery and 
metalsmithing, painting, photography, 
sculpture, printmaking and textiles.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet degree level 
entrance requirements. As a guide, 
applicants should have completed the 
equivalent of year 13 art history.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual band less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Bachelor of Visual Arts 
(Honours) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $22,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme provides graduates 
with opportunities to further develop 
their undergraduate skills, knowledge 
and experience of the history and 
contemporary conventions of their  
field at a postgraduate level. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate bachelor’s degree in 
visual arts or equivalent.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5 or equivalent.

Graduate Diploma  
in Visual Arts 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $22,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This one-year programme offers 
students with prior learning the 
opportunity to gain specialised skills  
in an area of artistic practice. A team  
of advisors will help you plan a 
customised pathway of study. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate bachelor’s degree.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

1 Information on portfolio requirements can be found on page 20.
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Postgraduate Certificate  
in Visual Arts 
 
 

Duration:	 Six months

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 TBA

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme aims to provide 
students who may have left structured 
learning some time before with the 
opportunity to develop, in a guided 
programme, the ability to create a 
systematic proposal supported by 
studio evidence that forecasts the form 
and content of a further exhibition, the 
proposal to be supported by relevant 
research methodologies. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate bachelor’s degree in 
visual arts or a related discipline.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Postgraduate Diploma  
in Visual Arts 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $22,500

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme aims to provide 
students who may have left tertiary 
study for some time, with the guided 
opportunity to create a structured, 
systematic and professionally exhibited 
body of work supported by a written 
text which demonstrates intellectual 
rigour and contemporary relevance.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
bachelor’s degree in visual arts or  
related discipline.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Master of Visual Arts 
 
 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $22,500 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme aims to provide 
students with the opportunity 
to demonstrate mastery of the 
professional, conceptual and technical 
skills relevant to their chosen field in 
the production of an independently 
developed and original exhibition and 
written text.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate bachelor’s degree  
in visual arts (honours) or an  
equivalent post-graduate qualification  
in a related area.

Other: Applicants will be required to 
submit an annotated portfolio 1. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Master of Fine Arts 
 
 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $22,500 per year

Start: 	 April 2012 and  
October 2012

Description:

This programme is for serious artists 
looking to develop further as artistic 
practitioners. It includes a studio 
research project and dissertation

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
bachelor’s degree in fine arts or 
equivalent four-year undergraduate 
degree with at least a B grade 
average. Applicants with three-year 
undergraduate degrees, may be 
considered.

Other: Applicants will also be required
to submit a research proposal and 
portfolio 1. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.5 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Certificate in Fashion 
Studies (Level 4) 
 
 

Duration:	 One semester

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $10,000

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

You will study design and technical skills 
across a wide range of fashion areas in 
preparation for employment as a trainee 
machinist, production assistant in the 
fashion industry or to enter the Bachelor 
of Design (Fashion).

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have achieved an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Design 
(Fashion).

1 Information on portfolio requirements can be found on page 20.
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Bachelor of Design 
(Fashion) 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

Taught within a creative environment 
and culture, this programme offers 
a balanced curriculum of taught 
content and studio-based project work 
prior prioritising the development of 
advanced, technical fashion-industry 
specific skills. While concentrating 
on the unique history, context and 
philosophy of fashion design, students 
may extend their knowledge and interest 
by completing inter-disciplinary projects 
and electives drawn for the School’s 
other specialty areas of product, 
interiors, and communication design.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants will be individually 
assessed to ensure they meet  
degree level entrance requirements.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Bachelor of Design 
(Product) 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme emphasises a human-
centred, sustainable approach to 
the design of products, services and 
systems for commercial, industry and 
community use and offers a balanced 
curriculum of taught content and studio-
based project work. While concentrating 
on the unique history, context and 
philosophy of product design, students 
may extend their knowledge and 
interest by completing interdisciplinary 
projects and electives in other specialty 
areas such as fashion, interiors, and 
communication design.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants will be individually 
assessed to ensure they meet degree 
level entrance requirements.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Bachelor of Design 
(Communication) 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

Communication design is concerned 
with the communication of ideas, and 
information by visual means, using any 
combination of image, text, sound, 
moving image or interactive media. The 
tools employed and methods learned 
reflect the rapidly changing technological 
and cultural environments in which we 
live. While concentrating on the unique 
history, context and philosophy of 
communication design, students may 
extend their knowledge by completing 
electives in other specialty areas such as 
fashion, interiors and product design.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants will be individually 
assessed to ensure they meet degree 
level entrance requirements.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Bachelor of Design 
(Interiors) 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

Interior designers plan and create interior 
spaces with consideration for the spatial, 
physical, functional, social, psychological 
and aesthetic requirements of humans. 
The professional degree programme 
offers a practical, industry-focused 
approach. While concentrating on the 
unique history, context and philosophy of 
interior design, students may extend their 
knowledge and interest by completing 
interdisciplinary projects and electives in 
other specialty areas such as fashion, 
product and communication design.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants will be individually 
assessed to ensure they meet degree 
level entrance requirements.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.

Graduate Diploma in 
Design (Specialty) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,450 per year

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme offers students with 
an undergraduate degree in design or 
an arts-related field the opportunity to 
gain an applied qualification in a single 
specialist area within design. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate degree in a design or 
art-related filed, or degree-equivalent 
practical, professional or scholarly 
experience.

Other: Applicants are required to  
submit a portfolio 1.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with no individual score less than 
6.0) or equivalent.

1 Information on portfolio requirements can be found on page 20.
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Master of Design 
Enterprise 
 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Dunedin 

Fee (approx): 	 $22,500 per year  

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This postgraduate programme is 
focused on producing innovative, 
informed graduates with expertise 
in design and design-led business 
strategy. It includes a significant 
component of industry-based  
learning and a large research project.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
Undergraduate Degree in design (or 
a design related discipline), or an 
equivalent recognised qualification 
and/or experience. Applicants must 
also have industry-related experience, 
working in business, production or 
design related work.

Other: Applications must include a 
portfolio, comprised of words and 
images that visually demonstrates the 
applicant’s design ability and enterprise 
interest or aspiration. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0) or equivalent. 

Certificate in Information 
Technology (Level 4)* 
 
 

Duration:	 One semester

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $10,000

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This is an in-depth introduction to 
aspects of computing and software 
specifically designed to provide 
foundation knowledge required to enter 
the Bachelor of Information Technology 
or other IT programmes.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed to 
ensure they have attained an acceptable 
level of secondary school achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5, (with writing no less than 6.0  
and all other bands no less than 5.0)  
or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Information 
Technology.

* Name subject to final approval.

Certificate in IT Service 
and Support 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,450

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This certificate prepares you for 
employment as a computer technician. 
The programme covers PC hardware, 
configuring and troubleshooting, 
Microsoft Windows PC’s and gives 
a good introduction to networks and 
server administration. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants will be individually assessed 
to ensure they have achieved an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5 (with writing no less than 6.0  
and all other scores no less than 5.0),  
or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Bachelor of Information 
Technology.

Bachelor of Information 
Technology 
 
 

Duration:	 Three years

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $20,000 per year

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This hands-on, applied degree will 
develop your technical abilities and 
provide a solid theoretical education 
in information technology. It includes a 
significant industry-based project.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

All applicants will be individually 
assessed to ensure they meet degree 
level entrance requirements.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

Graduate Certificate in 
Information Technology 
(Level 7) 
 

Duration:	 One semester

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $10,250

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This programme offers degree-level 
graduates in computing-related 
disciplines the opportunity to develop 
their knowledge in a specialty area.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate qualification in 
computing or a related discipline. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.
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OTAGO POLYTECHNIC – YOUR NEW ZEALAND STUDY EXPERIENCE

National Certificate in 
Sports Turf Management 
(Level 4) 
 

Duration:	 Two years

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,500

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This unique full-time programme 
includes a 50-50 mix of theoretical  
and practical studies. Students will 
complete a year of study in Central 
Otago followed by an internship 
programme with one of New Zealand’s 
top sporting venues. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5 (with no other band less than  
5.0), or equivalent.

National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Arboriculture) 
(Level 4) 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

Arboriculture involves pruning, felling, 
transplanting and maintaining the health 
of trees. This programme will teach you 
a wide range of practical arboriculture 
skills at a tradesperson level. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary school 
achievement. In addition, applicants 
should be aware of the physical and 
mental ability required for tree climbing 
and the health and safety issues 
involved in this programme.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5 (with writing no less than 6.0  
and all other bands no less than 5.5),  
or equivalent.

Graduate Diploma in 
Information Technology 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $10,000

Start: 	 February and July 2012

Description:

This programme offers degree-level 
graduates in computing-related 
disciplines the opportunity to intensively 
develop their computing skills and IT 
graduates the ability to increase their 
knowledge in a specialty area.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold a recognised 
undergraduate qualification in 
computing or a related discipline. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 6.0 (with no individual score less  
than 6.0), or equivalent.

>>

New Zealand has a rich horticultural history and a strong 
commitment to developing high-quality, sustainable practices; 
Otago Polytechnic is the ideal place for people from around 
 the world to study horticulture and its associated fields.  
Otago Polytechnic is also home to the specialised School of 
Veterinary Nursing, one of country’s leading providers of tertiary 
educator in this sector.

> Sports Turf Management
> Horticulture
> Viticulture
> Animal Health
> Veterinary Nursing

Who: 	 Mabel Cheah
Programme: 	 National Certificate in  
	 Veterinary Nursing
Country: 	 Singapore

“Otago Polytechnic has a cosy campus with 
supportive lecturers and great facilities.”

>>>>

Life Sciences 
Careers 

>
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National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Level 4)
Viticulture, Landscaping, General 
Horticulture or Fruit Production 
 
 

Duration:	 Nine months

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This industry-standard qualification 
covers the fundamental skills and 
knowledge required of horticulturalists 
in orchards, vineyards, nurseries, or any 
other major commercial operation.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary  
school achievement. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
5.5 (with no other band less than 5.0)  
or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Advanced) (Level 4), the 
Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5) or  
the Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5).

National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Level 4)
Landscape Construction, Landscape 
Design, Plant Knowledge, Plant Production 
and Maintenance or Sustainable Horticulture 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme provides you with an 
excellent grounding in the principles  
and skills of horticulture. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary  
school achievement. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
5.5 (with no other band less than 5.0), 
or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Advanced) (Level 4), the 
Diploma in Horticulture (Level 5) or  
the Diploma in Viticulture (Level 5).

National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Advanced) 
(Level 4)
Amenity Horticulture or Landscape 
 

Duration:	 Nine months

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

You will develop your theory and 
practical skills and become better 
equipped for the technical and 
operational demands of the horticulture 
industry.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary  
school achievement. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
5.5 (with no other band less than 5.0), 
or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Diploma in Horticulture 
(Level 5) or the Diploma in Viticulture 
(Level 5).

National Certificate in 
Horticulture (Advanced) 
(Level 4)
Fruit Production or Viticulture 
 

Duration:	 Nine months

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 Varies

Description:

You will develop your theory and 
practical skills and become better 
equipped for the technical and 
operational demands of the horticulture 
industry.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they have obtained an 
acceptable level of secondary  
school achievement. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic)  
of 5.5 (with no other band less than  
5.0), or equivalent.

Further Study Options:

Students can apply for Otago 
Polytechnic’s Diploma in Horticulture 
(Level 5) or the Diploma in Viticulture 
(Level 5).

Diploma in Horticulture 
(Level 5) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 Varies

Description:

This module-based programme focuses 
on the technical and supervisory skills 
required in the horticulture industry. The 
practical elements of this programme 
are completed in an industry workplace.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold the National 
Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4), 
or have equivalent qualifications or 
experience.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) of 
6.0 (with writing and speaking no less 
than 6.0 and reading and listening no 
less than 5.5), or equivalent.
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Diploma in Viticulture 
(Level 5) 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Central Otago

Fee (approx): 	 $19,000

Start: 	 Varies

Description:

This module-based programme 
focuses on the technical and 
supervisory skills required in the 
viticulture industry. The practical 
elements of this programme are 
completed in an industry workplace.

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants must hold the National 
Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4), 
or have equivalent qualifications or 
experience. 

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) 
of 6.0 (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
no less than 5.5) or equivalent.

National Certificate in 
Veterinary Nursing 
 
 

Duration:	 One year

Location: 	 Dunedin

Fee (approx): 	 $18,500

Start: 	 February 2012

Description:

This programme will prepare you 
for a career as a veterinary nurse in 
a veterinary clinic or animal-related 
workplace. 

Required Academic Entry Criteria,  
as Equivalent to NCEA: 

Applicants are individually assessed 
to ensure they meet diploma level 
entrance requirements. As a guide, 
applicants should have completed 
the equivalent of a year 12 course 
in biology, in addition to having an 
understanding of the industry and a 
commitment to animal welfare.

English Language Requirements:

IELTS overall band score (academic) 
of 6.0 (with writing and speaking no 
less than 6.0 and reading and listening 
no less than 5.5), or equivalent.

The information contained in this prospectus is 
aimed at answering as many questions as possible. 
While every effort is make to ensure accuracy at 
the time of printing, Otago Polytechnic reserves the 
right to alter and amend information, and withdraw 
programmes without notice. All programmes are  
also subject to change.

Cancellation of a Programme/Course:

Enrolment in a programme or course is conditional 
upon and subject to sufficient numbers of students 
enrolling in that programme or course.

Fees:

The fees shown in this prospectus are 2012 indicative 
international fees. Please note that all fees are for 
one year of study and in New Zealand Dollars (NZD). 
Please note that additional fees may from time to 
time be required for external examinations, NZQA 
fees and/or additional materials. International fee 
components for 2012 may be subject to change. 

Key:

IELTS (International English Language Testing 
System): Measures the ability to communicate in 
English for people who intend to study or work 
where English is the language of communication. 
Please note that Otago Polytechnic accepts other 
recognised international English Language test 
results, such as TOEFL and TOEIC.

NCEA (National Certificate of Educational 
Achievement): New Zealand’s national qualifications 
for senior secondary school students.

NZQA (New Zealand Qualifications Authority): 
Quality-assures secondary and tertiary qualifications 
and education providers, evaluates overseas 
qualifications and administers the New Zealand 
Register of Quality Assured Qualifications and the 
National Qualifications Framework, including the NCEA. 
See: www.nzqa.govt.nz

TBA: This information is yet to be advised.  
Please contact us for further information.

NZD: New Zealand Dollars

General Information
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You can live within your budget:

Both Dunedin and Central Otago are reasonably inexpensive 
place to live when compared with other cities in the world. Rent is 
comparatively cheap, and you are likely to share your expenses with 
other students. In both Dunedin and Central Otago, living close to 
campus means that your transport costs will be minimal, as most 
essential ‘everyday’ activities are within walking distance.

Have a life and try something new:

It is possible to enjoy an affordable lifestyle as a student. Dunedin 
and Central Otago offer a lot of inexpensive activities and events for 
students like, swimming, bush-walking, playing sports, along with 
fairs, exhibitions, markets and cultural performances. 

For those with a little money to spare, our campuses are on the 
doorstep of New Zealand’s best outdoor adventure playgrounds - 
where you can ski, snowboard, kayak, mountain-climb, or just enjoy 
the great outdoors. Otago also hosts exciting concerts, sporting 
events, and theatre performance throughout the academic year.

Helpful hints 

www.studentaccomodation.co.nz is a great resource that lists 
accommodation and shared living (called ‘flatting’) options.  
Other websites like www.trademe.co.nz or www.odt.co.nz also list 
accommodation options. Be sure to narrow your search to Dunedin 
or Central Otago.

You can count on us for personal advice

Our dedicated accommodation advisor will be able to help you find 
the accommodation you need. You can ask for help at anytime.

Accommodation 
Advice: 
Experience an Affordable Lifestyle

Type of Accommodation accommodation Details

Homestays
(Dunedin and Central Otago)

Many international students choose to live in a ‘homestay’for their first year in New Zealand. This is where students get 
the unique experience of living with a New Zealand family, in their home. Homestay costs around NZD $224 per week and 
includes most meals.

Shared Accommodation 
(Dunedin)

International students can choose to live in an apartment or house with other people commonly referred to as ‘flatting’ in 
New Zealand. When flatting, students typically share living costs such as electricity, telephone and food.

Unfurnished flats generally cost between NZD $85-$115 per week and another NZD $80-$100 in expenses like power, 
phone and food.

Furnished flats typically cost slightly more – about NZD $85-$140 per week, and are less common. Your expenses will 
most likely be the same as in an unfurnished property.

Single Accommodation 
(Dunedin)

Dunedin has a range of studio rooms especially for international students. Studio rooms are often furnished, and you will 
have access to kitchen facilities. They cost around NZD $120-$220 per week. Often this includes power, heating, local 
telephone calls and cleaning of the common areas. Higher-priced studios can include ensuite facilities.

Supervised Accommodation 
(Dunedin)

Supervised accommodation is a great option. You’ll be able to meet many people, many of your meals are provided and 
extra expenses such as electricity and phone rental are generally included. This costs around NZD $300 per week.

City College is located in North Dunedin, in the heart of the student area. You will live in apartment-style accommodation 
with ‘flatmates’ and dine in a communal eating area. City College has excellent recreation facilities and study facilities.  
www.citycollege.co.nz

Salmond College is an easy 15 minute walk from our Dunedin campus. It has great facilities for study and recreation and a 
communal eating area for meals. Free study tutorials are also available. www.salmondcollege.ac.nz

Beaumont House is a cosy private hostel geared towards international students. Only a 20 minute walk to the Polytechnic’s 
Forth Street campus, Beaumont House offers you the choice of single, double or twin share rooms. Cooking facilities are 
shared. www.beaumonthouse.net 

Gardens College is a private hall of residence for all students in Dunedin. With 25 rooms, some with private ensuites and 
kitchenettes. www.gardenscollege.co.nz

NOTE: You must submit an application for accommodation in a residential college (City and Salmond College) by September 30th.

Hostel Accommodation
(Central Otago)

The Chalets is an unsupervised hostel where you can rent a single room for approx NZD $100 per week, including electricity. 
Students are usually placed together, sharing lounge, bathroom and kitchen facilities. See http://thechalets.homestead.com 

Shared Accommodation
(Central Otago)

There are good houses to rent in Central Otago – usually furnished three or four bedroom homes that cost between  
NZD $85-$120 per room per week and NZD $80-$100 per week in additional expenses. 
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First, Plan Your Expenses

You’ll need to think carefully about the amount of money required for 
the duration of your study. Remember, your ‘daily cost of living’ is in 
addition to our tuition fees. 

Approximate Costs in New Zealand:

Item Amount (New Zealand Dollars)

Accommodation $85 – $300 per week

Food $80 – $120 per week 

Books and materials $500 – $2,000 per year

Transport $100 – $500 per year 

Entertainment $500 – $2,000 per year 

Specific Costs in New Zealand:

Item Amount (New Zealand Dollars)

Movie ticket $16

Big Mac Burger $4.45

Television – 32” $700

Litre of petrol $2.00 (prices fluctuate)

Pair of jeans $80 – $100

Box of beer $25

2 litre bottle of milk $4

Loaf of multigrain bread $3.50

> See: www.xe.com for currency conversions.

Employment, Immigration and Your Work Rights, 
as a Student

All international students require a student visa from Immigration 
New Zealand to enable them to study in New Zealand.  
Our International Admissions Office can assist students with  
their application. 

International students may be granted a Variation of Condition  
(VOC) on their student visa, so that they can gain part-time 
employment, while studying. Generally, if you are enrolled in a 
full-time programme, you can apply to work for up to 20 hours  
per week. Students can apply to work full-time over the summer 
holidays if they are enrolled in any programme lasting 12 months  
or more1. Full details on student visa requirements, advice on rights 
to employment and other details, including where to lodge your 
application are available through Immigration New Zealand at:  
www.immigration.govt.nz

New Zealand and the Care of International 
Students

International students are well looked after in New Zealand. Otago 
Polytechnic has agreed to observe and be bound by the Code of 
Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students, published by 
New Zealand’s Ministry of Education. Copies of the Code are 
available from the Ministry’s website at: www.minedu.govt.nz

Eligibility for Health Services

Most international students are not entitled to publicly funded health 
services while in New Zealand. If they receive medical treatment 
during their visit, they may be liable for the full costs of that treatment. 
Full details on entitlements to publicly funded health services are 
available through the Ministry of Health at: www.moh.govt.nz

Accident Insurance

The Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC) provides accident 
insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents and temporary 
visitors to New Zealand, but students may still be liable for all other 
medical and related costs. Further information can be viewed on  
the ACC website at: www.acc.co.nz

Medical and Travel Insurance

International students must have appropriate and current medical 
and travel insurance while studying in New Zealand. Our International 
Admissions Office can arrange appropriate Medical and Travel 
Insurance for you and include the cost of in your offer of place. 
Otago Polytechnic has a default insurance provider, Uni-Care.  
Their package is called NZ Student Plan, more details can be found 
at: www.uni-care.co.nz 

Your Essential 
Information: 
The Key Facts and Figures

1 Otago Polytechnic does not provide assistance with finding employment.  
  Rather, we can direct students to appropriate job search agencies, or provide 
  advice with applications, resumés, CV’s, etc.

2
9


