
Our School of Art is a hundred-and-two 

years old and situated near a harbour across the beautiful Otago Peninsula 

with its Albatross colony, many Yellow-Eyed Penguins and breathtaking 

views over the Pacific Ocean. As part of Otago Polytechnic, we  focus on 

applied research and happily share libraries and other facilities with the 

Dunedin College of Education and the University of Otago in Dunedin, 

our small city of historical buildings and a sophisticated café life enjoyed 

by approximately 120,000 people (including about 20,000 tertiary 

students). Otago is a one of the provinces in the South Island of New 

Zealand and with an international airport, Dunedin is a gateway to its 

splendid landscapes as well as to the rugged coastline and rainforests 

of the Catlins National Park to the south and the spectacular lakes, 

ski-fields, sounds and fiords to the west. 

MFA Otago: your project with our support
When you have completed your undergraduate degree, or you want to take time out to go back to the things that 

really matter, what could be better than two years of doing nothing but making art and thinking about art in the 

way that you have always wanted to? What you need is a focused time for self-directed exploration in a city buzzing 

with devotion to the arts and quiet enough to allow for creative production; time to make work that will give you 

the engagement you want with your chosen colleagues and field of inquiry in the visual arts. The MFA Otago meets 

the needs of artists who want to frame their own research areas and encounter the challenge of new, contemporary 

ideas and critical discussion and debate in the process. 

practice and theory
The MFA Otago is an applied research degree benchmarked against national and international standards; and with 

a distinct emphasis on the integration of making and writing. From application onwards, candidates are expected to 

accomplish a high level of creative and theoretical research stemming from project proposals developed personally 

and in consultation with supervisors. The programme insists on the integration of art theory and history with studio 

practice – in or across nine potentially interdisciplinary areas: ceramics; digital and moving image; drawing; jewellery; 

painting; photography; printmaking; sculpture; textiles. It encourages candidates to explore the specific elements of 

their chosen area(s) and their distinctive visual, tactile, spatial and temporal registers. The MFA Otago is designed to 

extend the boundaries of each candidate’s studio work, while enabling them to further articulate their theoretical and 

historical position in relation to an international community of practice through a written component (which can constitute 

either 25% or 50% of a project).

duration
Candidates can enrol for two years full-time or four years part-time study. Flexible movement between these two options 

is also possible.

outcomes
From application onward, candidates work towards four integrated 

goals: a public exhibition; a related dissertation; documentation of the 

work over the period of candidacy; and an oral presentation of the 

work in the exhibition.

supervision
A studio and a theory supervisor are appointed for each candidate and 

alongside these the Postgraduate Coordinator assist candidates to 

interface with the undergraduate programme; with arts activities in 

Dunedin; and to integrate with each other and with the rest of the 

School.

group work
Regular studio critiques; informal workshops; and more formal 

presentation of work during seminars provide opportunities for feedback, 

discussion and debate.

visiting artists
The international visiting artists programme feeds into the MFA Otago 

and contributes to a community of practice, currency of ideas and 

contacts for candidates.

studio space and facilities
Each candidate is allotted a studio space and has access to project-

related facilities in the School, which has consistently focused on the 

development of excellence in the material aspects of art-making and 

is now one of the best-equipped art schools in New Zealand;  with 

fine technical staff who support faculty in their teaching roles.

exhibition & career opportunities
Dunedin is a city with many exhibition facilities, ranging from small 

informal galleries to big, public spaces like the Dunedin Public Art 

Gallery; while a number of fine regional galleries offer still more choices 

to candidates who typically exhibit a number of times before their final 

work is shown to the public. The MFA Otago opens doors for exhibition 

and provides a necessary qualification for careers in tertiary teaching, 

museum or gallery curatorship and creative work in art studios.
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entry requirements
An undergraduate qualification consisting of a bachelors degree in 

fine arts or an equivalent four year course with a B-pass average is 

the standard entry requirement. In the case of the undergraduate 

course having been a three year programme, candidates are required 

to have an A-pass average in their major subject. (In exceptional 

cases academic requirements may be waived.)

admission information
Admission is competitive as places are limited in this programme 

distinctive for its relative small size and attentive focus on each 

candidate’s project. Applications by eligible candidates will be 

considered on individual merit. In this respect, an annotated portfolio 

and a research project proposal outlining studio and written 

components and the articulation of links between these are central 

to selection for admission.

te Reo Maori /English
Candidates who indicate this preference in their application may 

use te Reo Maori to write dissertations, to submit documentation 

and/or to present orally in studio practice. Otherwise only English 

is used within the programme.

referee reports
Applicants should provide three referee reports from, for example, 

tutors; colleagues; or a head of school. These reports are confidential 

and should be sent directly to the Postgraduate Coordinator (see 

contact details below). Referees should state: name of applicant; 

name of referee; position of referee; contact details; how long they 

have known the applicant; and should provide any known information 

about the applicant’s abilities in studio practice and/or written work; 

and about the applicant’s capacity to complete a long-term project 

which requires independent work and the ability to work in a team. 

Each referee report should be signed and dated.

annotated portfolio 
About fifteen images of work (including images of installations where 

applicable) should be provided in 35mm slide format, on disc, 

videotape or website. Each image should be numbered and these 

numbers should correspond with those on an annotated list providing 

information as to title, date, size, materials and position within the

applicant’s practice. Images should illustrate a range of work as well 

as development over a period of time. If available, attach copies of 

exhibition catalogues, reviews, articles or any other material relevant 

to work in the portfolio. (All reasonable care will be taken but Otago 

Polytechnic does not accept responsibility for damage or loss with 

regard to portfolio material.)

research project proposal 
The research project proposal is an important part of an application 

and should reflect the applicant’s previous and current practice. An 

introduction of approximately 500 words should provide a clear 

indication of the key areas of focus in an envisaged project which 

integrates studio and theory components. 

Please provide:

◗ 	 project title

◗ 	 field(s) of research interest

◗ 	 brief description of project

◗ 	 outline of research questions and proposed methodologies

◗ 	 annotated bibliography

◗ 	 nominated supervisors (discuss with the Postgraduate Coordinator)

Approx. 1000 words should focus on the studio component of the 

project.  

Include:

◗ 	 summary of previous research and outputs related to the field(s) 	

of interest

◗ 	 statement of aims and a list of relevant studio areas

◗ 	 forecast of anticipated resources (facilities and materials)

◗ 	 information on training already undertaken or to be undertaken

◗ 	 refer to the annotated portfolio

Approximately 700 words should focus on the written component 

of the project. Please include:

◗ 	 summary of theoretical/historical contexts relevant to your 			

project

◗	  indications of research approaches/ methodologies you propose 	
to adopt

◗	 information on previous study and research related to your 			

field(s) of interest

◗	 links with the studio component of your project

◗ 	 plus (i.e. not included in the 700 words): annotated examples 	

of writing (i.e. include examples plus notes on the style and 			

context of the examples in relation  to studio practice where 			

possible)

materials/fees 
Candidates are responsible for all material costs; and study fees for 

New Zealand citizens and permanent residents are approx. NZ$6000 

for a year of full-time study or NZ$3000 for a year of part-time study. 

(These fees are subject to change and applicants should check this 

with the Postgraduate Coordinator.)

international student information
Applicants other than New Zealand citizens or permanent residents 

should request an international prospectus through the Postgraduate 

Coordinator (see contact details below) or through the International 

Administrator of Otago Polytechnic at International@tekotago.ac.nz

This prospectus contains information concerning the entry process 

for international applicants; international fees; English language 

requirements; qualification equivalents; and accommodation and 

services available. Staff working with international applicants are 

experienced and liaise closely with the MFA Otago.

Otago Polytechnic 
School of Art Mission Statement: 
to provide innovative and professional tuition which encourages 

versatility and self-sufficiency in students and their pursuit of 

excellence in the visual arts.

accreditation & monitoring: 
The Master of Fine Arts Degree Programme at Otago Polytechnic 

School of Art was accredited by NZQA to commence in 1998. 

Delegation of monitoring responsibility to the School of Art was 

granted by NZQA in 2002. 

certification: 
NZ Qualifications Authority; Qualifications Code: OT4798;

duration of programme: two years full-time or four years part-time; 

gross weeks 52 per full-time year. 

efts:2 (approved for student loans and allowances).

application checklist
The items listed below should be completed and included 

in an application. All applicants are welcome to seek 

assistance and advice from the Postgraduate Coordinator 

(see contact details below).

■ certified copies of qualification certificates

■ academic record (from relevant institution(s)

■ Curriculum Vitae

■ three confidential referee reports

■ birth certificate and deed poll (if relevant)

■ annotated portfolio

■ research project proposal

■ application form (see end of this document)

artists’ credits
1. 	 Cathy Helps, 2002. Front Lawn (detail), oil on canvas, 480 x 200 cm. 
2.	 Grant Thompson, 2001. Installation view: Tower of Sleep, cotton sheets, Blue Oyster Gallery, Dunedin. 	

(photo: the artist)
3. 	 Lynn Taylor, 2002. Encode (detail), recycled dinghy rope, photocopies and linen thread, 30 x 130cm. 			

(photo: Leanne Miller)
4. 	 Gretyl Doo, 2000. Picnic Cloth (detail), ceramic, moss and carpet thyme, approx. 200cm diameter. 			

(photo: Bill Nichol)
5.	 Ali Bramwell, 2003. Bridesmaid or Calf Club Blues (detail), hot-formed black steel, 3 in a set, approx. 50 x 20cm.
6. 	 Gary David McMillan, 2002. Scene (doorway), detail, pastel drawing and woodblock print on paper, 38 x 58 cm. 	

(photo: Bill Nichol)
7. 	 Rachael Rakena, 2001. ...as an individual and not under the name of Ngai Tahu, (still), 	

single channel video installation.
8. 	 Ruth Cleland, 2001. Emanate, burnished aquatint, pastel and graphite, 20 x 27.8cm. (photo: Bill Nichol)
9. 	 Maryanne Jennings, 2003.Tide (detail), oil, gold leaf, silk and oak, approx. 120 x 120cm. (photo: Leanne Miller)
10. 	 Cathy Helps, 2001. Watson Street, oil on board, 19 x 26cm. (photo: Leanne Miller)
11.	 NamSook Chang, 2001. Commoner, ceramic, 76 x 25 x 223cm. (photo: Zhenzhou Chen)
12.	 NamSook Chang, 2001.Coastline, ceramic, 76 x 30 x 160cm. (photo: Zhenzhou Chen)

	Contact details: 	
Postgraduate Coordinator: 	

Dr. Leoni Schmidt 	

Street Address: 	

Leith Block, c/o Albany Street & Anzac Avenue, 	

Dunedin, New Zealand; 	

Postal Address: 	

Private Bag 1910, Dunedin, New Zealand; 	

Telephone: +64-3-479-3679 or 	

the School of Art Office at +64-3-479-6056; 	

Fax: +64-3-471-6877; 	

Email: leoni@tekotago.ac.nz	

www.tekotago.ac.nz



APPLICATION FOR 
ADMISSION TO MFA PROGRAMME
Personal Information: to be completed by the applicant

Surname 	 Given names 	 Name known by

Date of Birth 	 Ethnic Origin:           Maori        European         Pacific Islander          Other 	 Citizenship

Current Address: 	 Number and Street 	 City/Town 	 Country 	 Postcode Number

Permanent Address: 	 Number and Street 	 City/Town 	 Country 	 Postcode Number

Emergency Contact: 	 Number and Street 	 City/Town 	 Country 	 Postcode Number

Address for notification of application response: Number and Street 	 City/Town 	 Country 	 Postcode Number

Email Address 	 Facsimile 	 Telephone Number

Qualifications: Include any degrees you will have completed at the end of the year.

Tertiary institution 	 Year awarded 	 Qualification 	 Major Subject areas 	 Minor Subject areas

Tertiary institution 	 Year awarded 	 Qualification 	 Major Subject areas 	 Minor Subject areas

Tertiary institution 	 Year awarded 	 Qualification 	 Major Subject areas 	 Minor Subject areas
Please ensure that a copy of your academic record is included in your application.

Other relevant qualifications:

Institution 	 Name of qualification 	 Year awarded 	 Years in study 	 Subject area

Institution 	 Name of qualification 	 Year awarded 	 Years in study 	 Subject area

Institution 	 Name of qualification 	 Year awarded 	 Years in study 	 Subject area

Please indicate qualifications or experience under consideration and include a relevant Curriculum Vitae.

Please include a certified (endorsed by an Otago Polytechnic approved witness e.g.: Justice of the Peace, Solicitor, School Principal, or WINZ / StudyLink) copy of your 
Birth Certificate or Passport.  Also include a certified copy of your Marriage Certificate or Deed Poll if your name differs from that on your Birth Certificate or Passport.

International students: 
Please request a copy of the Otago Polytechnic International Prospectus for English language requirements and other information.

Declaration and Signature:
I declare that information submitted is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that the Otago Polytechnic reserves the right to alter any 
decision made on the basis of inaccurate or misleading information.

Signature 	 Date
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	SEND APPLICATION TO:	 Otago Polytechnic School of Art		
Private Bag 1910, Dunedin, New Zealand		
Telephone +64 3 479 6056		
Fax +64 3 471 6877		
Email leoni@tekotago.ac.nz		
www.tekotago.ac.nz

Cancellation of 
course/programme: 
Enrolment in a course or 
programme is conditional upon 
and subject to sufficient 
numbers of students enrolling 
in the course/programme.
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